Biography

Jelena Milosevic, painter and designer, was born on January 27, 1958, in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, where she is living and working. She possesses a natural sense of harmony and beauty, which was inspired by her family. She developed it further while attending the Academy of Applied Arts, Academy of the Serbian Orthodox Church for Art and Conservation, Department of Icon Painting in Belgrade and various painting schools, and also during her student trips around Europe, America and Africa.

For the last thirty years, Jelena has been the artist striving to reach the beauty of expression not only in her paintings, art objects and fashion collections, but also in her interior designs. She has had a number of in-group and solo exhibitions in Serbia, Yugoslavia and also in America, Italy, Austria, Greece and Cyprus, where she organized the exhibitions of other Yugoslav painters.

In June 2000. she had fashion show – “ SENSO” collection, which means for the author a brave step forward in the fashion world and represents a so far unknown side of expression of the versatile artist possessing the innate dignity, charm and elegance.

She made a great impression on the Belgrade audience with her exhibition of painted screens, in 1999.as well as, in April 2002.with “The Gardens of Glass” exhibition in the Gallery of the Ethnographic Museum.

Through the cooperation with European design companies, she defined her own artistic expression and, at the same time, fulfilled two essential artistic requirements: aesthetic experience and decorative function.

Her solo exhibitions called “The Gift of Glass” was held in the Kennedy Gallery, at the Hellenic American Union Cultural Center, in Athens and it lasted throughout November and December 2001. It was received extremely well by the foreign audience. Many famous persons, like Prince Albert of Monaco, Mrs. and Mr. Clinton, Mrs. Oprah Winfrey, family Mandela, Mrs. Madlena Zepter possessed in their collections some of Jelena’s art objects.

Exhibition in Johannesburg, in December 2002. is the one in series of exhibitions in Republic of South Africa, where Jelena is living from May 2002 till 2010. In that period, Jelena had permanent exhibition in “Saxon” Hotel Gallery, Hyde Park in Johannesburg and at ”Bakos Brothers”, Sandton City in Johannesburg. 
By combining modern shapes and medieval golden threads, Jelena has managed to weave the uniqueness of traditional Serbian art and motifs into modern design. She says: ”My stained glass windows are colorful gardens, the sources of light, warmth, life enjoyments. Each sunray bestows them with a new vibration, a different kind of life and eternal uniqueness.”

In August 2003. Jelena had the new “The Gardens of Glass” exhibition in The Villa Museum, University of Pretoria, Republic of South Africa and in October 2004 in Gallery “Minatar”, Johannesburg, RSA. From 2002 to 2006, she taught Byzantine painting at the University of Pretoria in Pretoria, RSA.
After a short stay abroad and exhibitions in Johannesburg and Pretoria, Jelena Milosevic, returned to her homeland and has started icon painting. Her exhibition under the title of Soul of Glass & Strength of Stroke has been opened at Dom Vojske Srbije on December, 2017. A small segment of the exhibition is her homage to creative works, love and her relationship with the great Serbian painter Zoran Jovanovic Dobrotin. The concept of the exhibition has been based on the idea of existence and creative work of two artists under one roof, in one studio, on the idea of intertwining of delicate feminine energy melted into a golden or silver streak on the glass and powerful masculine energy, stamped into brush strokes and colours on the canvas, with sand and glittery powder as the subtlest play of emotions. Two artists, two sensibilities, two energies, and one love! Love for creation and beauty, love of discovering new ideas, love for each other – a yin and a yang! 

Jelena Milosevic Jovanovic is engaged in many projects which have connection with tradition and heritage.
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